We Are Witnesses (Part Two)
I. INTRODUCTION

A. Review: We Are Witnesses (Part One)

B. Lead into a foundation of Unity through prayer.

II. COMMENTARY

A. Witnesses of the Lord’s People: Acts 1:12-14
The foundation of unity in ministry can be found in believers uniting in prayer.

1. Acts 1:12 12Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 

a. Context: In acts 1:9 Jesus ascended into heaven and left his disciples on the Mount of Olives.

b. A Sabbath day’s walk was a known distance of 3000ft, roughly 2/3 of a mile or one kilometer. This was not one of God’s laws, but one added by the scribes and found in their book called the Mishna. It was a journey of limited extent that the scribes thought a Jew might travel on the Sabbath without breaking the law. In Josh 3:4 there was to be that much distance between the ark and the tents of the people in the camp.

2. Acts 1:13-14 13When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

a. Upper rooms in Palestinian cities were usually the choicest rooms because they were above the hustle and bustle of street level rooms. These rooms provided peace, privacy and the bonus of catching a breeze through open and elevated windows. They were the living rooms of the wealthy and often rented out.

b. The list of apostles’ names is the same as is found in Luke 6 with two exceptions; it is now missing Judas Iscariot and is not in the same order. The omit ion of Judas is obvious and I do not know if there is the significance in the order, but I am glad that there is no order among the Apostles.
c. The list of others contained the women and Jesus’ brothers (James, Joseph, Simon and Jude) Matthew 13:55
d. Joined together, constantly in prayer: Luke stressed their unity ("all with one mind"), a mark of the early Christians that Luke noted frequently in Acts. The disciples were "one" in their purpose to carry out the will of their Lord.
e. Prayer in Acts: "In almost every chapter in Acts you find a reference to prayer, and the book makes it very clear that something happens when God's people pray." Dr. Tom Constable, Notes on Acts

B. Witnesses of the Lord’s Word: Acts 1:15-22
when you have a decision to make, base your decision on the Word of God.
Acts 1:15 15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty)

a. We should not miss Peter’s reverence for Scripture.
Psalm 69:25 25May their place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in their tents. 
Psalm 109:8 8May his days be few; may another take his place of leadership.

Acts 1:16-17 16and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.”

Acts 1:18-19 18(With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)

a. Judas’ Death: It is believed that the leaders of the Sanhedrin bought the field in his name after he tried to hang himself, the noose slipped and he fell headlong on to the ground. This field became a cemetery for the unknown. 

b. It is fair to compare Peter and Judas (faithful and faithless)

                              Acts 1:20 20“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: “‘May his place   
                              be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,’ and, “‘May another take his           
                              place of leadership.’
Acts 1:21-22 21Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22beginning from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.”

a. Qualification for Apostleship: From the beginning, witness of the resurrection, handpicked by the Lord.

b. Why Twelve: The New testament carries with it a Jewish symbolism and the importance of God’s chosen nation.  

Matthew 19:28 28Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Revelation 21:12-14 12It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13there were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

C. Witnesses of the Lord’s Sovereignty: Acts 1:23-26
The lord what he is doing and He is doing it.
Acts 1:23-24 23So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 

a. Chosen from entire group: All of them (120) were present and the one chosen came from the whole group.

b. Barsabbas means: “son of Sabbath.” Justus was his Greek name.

Acts 1:25-26 25to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.

a. Too quick to choose? Many believe that Paul should have been the 12th Apostle. I think that he was as he said, one who was unduly timed. 

b. Casting Lots: this is the last recorded time that Christians used lots to determine the will of God.

D. CONCLUSION
 
A. Trusting and following god as He works will ensure any church that they are growing and strengthening as every good church should.

Deeper Discoveries
Sabbath Day's Walk
Used only in Acts 1:12, where it designates the distance between the Mount of Olives and Jerusalem. A Sabbath day’s walk was a journey of limited extent that the scribes thought a Jew might travel on the Sabbath without breaking the law. Such a journey was 2,000 cubits (3,000 ft.-938 m.) from one’s house, a distance derived from the statement found in Josh3:4 that there was to be that much distance between the ark and the people on their march. The rabbis, however, devised a way of increasing this distance without infringing the law by depositing some food at the 2,000-cubit limit before the Sabbath, and declaring that spot a temporary residence.
www.biblicaltraining.org

UPPER CHAMBER or UPPER ROOM 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Upstairs room chosen by Jesus in which to hold a final meal with His disciples before His arrest (Mark 14:14–15). Jesus commanded two of His followers to prepare the room and the meal. Tradition holds that the disciples gathered in this room following Jesus’ ascension (Acts 1:13). More than a century after Christ’s ministry on earth the room believed to be the one in which the meal was eaten was made into a shrine and still is commemorated today. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Brand, C., Draper, C., England, A., Bond, S., Clendenen, E. R., & Butler, T. C. (Eds.). (2003). Upper Chamber or Upper Room. In Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (p. 1640). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers.] 
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